
Independent

PROMPTING HIERARCHY
Prompts are a way to provide assistance to the learner when learning a new skill. The goal of prompting is to encourage the
learner to initiate a skill or step in a task analysis, and then fade the prompt so the learner can perform the skill
independently or without assistance.  Instructional prompts can be viewed on a continuum from least to most intrusive. 
The prompting hierarchy below explains the different types of prompts and how to use them effectively.  

Please submit questions regarding this Service Guidance Document to ODP at 
RA-basprovidersupprt@pa.gov.
This resource was developed by the Department of Human Services, Office of Developmental
Programs, Bureau of Supports for Autism and Special Populations. 5/8/24
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No assistance provided. 
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Movements that indicate what you want a
person to do (e.g., expectant facial
expression, pointing to the desired
direction).

Words that tell the person that a response is
expected (e.g., “What’s next?”).  

Words that tell the person how to respond
(e.g., “Wash your hands”, “Put your red
notebook on the match textbook”).

Movements that demonstrate the targeted
skill to the learner. 

Minimal physical assistance (e.g., light
touching) that is used to initiate the person’s
response. 

Full physical assistance (e.g., hand over
hand). NOTE: Use as little guidance as
possible and never involve force!
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